and consequently of the pupils, which they would seem to merit.
Probably if a class of matriculants were given the curriculum of studies required to be taught by a Dental College, and asked to indicate which to them appeared as of the most and which of least importance, whatever might be their opinion as to the former, there can hardly be any doubt that Chemistry would almost invariably be named as the latter.
For a study so fundamental to almost every branch of dental science, to me it would appear that too great a prominence could hardly be given it by those engaged in its teaching, or that too much time and labor could be employed on it by those engaged in its study. If we are to draw our conclusions from the evidence at our disposal, we should conclude that certain of the colleges, supposedly reputable, either make their teachings of it of a very meagre and superficial nature, or they admit to their classes students of insufficient mental calibre to receive and digest such instruction as is imparted. Possibly the error may lie in both directions.
To be more explicit: Were matters otherwise, we would hardly expect a graduate of a " recognized " dental college, who had obtained his degree but a few weeks before, to define "at^ element1' as "the smallest part of matter" or that another who had also been able to 
